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Introduction

The Mazda Foundation, founded in 1990 is the
principle vehicle by which Mazda Australia and
its Dealer network can thank and give back to the
broader Australian community, which over many
years has supported our commercial endeavours.
In the last two years, the Mazda Foundation has
gifted over $1.9 million to projects and activities,
including those described within, taking our total
cumulative distribution to over $10 million since its
inception. Apart from special fundraising functions,
the Mazda Foundation is supported by generous
contributions from Mazda Australia as well as Mazda
Dealers and various employee and public donations.
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It is with great pleasure, in my capacity as Chairman
of the Mazda Foundation Board, to present the
Foundation’s 25th report to the community. I would
like to express my gratitude, and that of the Board,
for our fundraising activities which continue to
be well supported. Also, on behalf of the Mazda
Foundation Directors, we wish to personally
acknowledge our many contributors particularly
supporters within the wider Mazda family including
our Mazda Dealers, our suppliers and Mazda
Australia employees. Once again we are indebted to
your enthusiasm, goodwill and support and we are
pleased to report that in the 24 months to 30 June
2015, the Mazda Foundation attained a further record
surplus from fundraising of $1,414,907.

The Mazda Foundation continues to expand its role
in the funding of worthy and socially relevant causes
with a total of $707,576 gifted to 26 applicants in the
12 months to 30 June 2014 and $1,193,661 gifted to
31 applicants in the 12 months to 30 June 2015.
A number of these are outlined in this report. Since
that time, we have identified a further 21 projects for
which we have agreed funding in accordance with
the relevant areas of focus.

Until 31st March 2016, the Mazda Foundation has
defined two priority areas of focus:

‘Projects by community based organisations to
support children with physical and/or mental
disabilities or their carers, particularly projects
seeking to address social isolation experienced
by such children and their carers’, and

‘Projects by community based organisations to
support elderly people suffering from mental
disabilities (including dementia) or their carers,
particularly projects seeking to address social
isolation experienced by such elderly persons
and their carers’.

The work of the Foundation in assessing applications
is equally as demanding as the organisation
required for our fundraising activities. And here
we are particularly fortunate to retain Directors
who give freely of their time and expertise in this
challenging and time consuming task. On behalf of
the Mazda Foundation, I sincerely thank my fellow
Directors for their wisdom, insight and balance that

they bring to this process which ensures
that the funds entrusted to the Mazda Foundation
are deployed responsibly and effectively.
The increasing demand from the community for
support and access to the benefits that flow from
the Foundation’s gifts is sufficient incentive each
year to renew our commitment to continue the work
of the Foundation. The success of our fundraising
activities and generous support of our contributors
gives added impetus and we look forward with
optimism to a further year of robust fundraising
and a deserving list of new projects to consider
and support.

Applicants wishing to make contact with the
Mazda Foundation should visit our website
(www.mazdafoundation.org.au) and follow
the instructions contained therein.

Once again, on behalf of the Mazda Foundation,
thank you for your generous support over the last
year and trust we have earned your continuing
support in the years to come.

Chairperson’s Message
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Project: Dementia Cafes: Bringing people with
dementia and their carers back into the community.

Hosted at the RSPCA Café in Tuggerah (Central Coast)
the Dementia Café has been a huge success reaching
over 300 individuals. It has opened up areas of social
engagement, inclusion and participation and has
provided a safe and protected environment for people
with dementia, their families and carers. The Mazda
Foundation grant has assisted this important work.

NSW
Alzheimer’s Australia

$11,000

2013 Grants
Priority area of focus: Projects by community based organisations
to support children with physical and/or mental disabilities or their
carers, particularly projects seeking to address social isolation

experienced by such children and their carers.

Project: School Readiness Program

The School Readiness Program provides hearing
impaired and deaf children with an introduction
to common school language and a head start on
learning skills they will need for school. A six week
program provided children and their carers the
opportunity to learn, listen and work in a small group
with their peers. They developed skills and confidence
in talking about their hearing aids and/or cochlear
implants and developed phonological awareness
skills through listening.

NSW
The Shepherd Centre

$11,000
Project: Telecross

Telecross operates 365 days a year to check on the
welfare of elderly vulnerable people living alone. Clients
nominate the time and days they would like to receive
a phone call, as well as their emergency contacts. If
the call is unanswered a third time, Red Cross notifies
the contact/s and organises a visit to check on the
person. Telecross is also able to monitor when a person
is declining cognitively and is able to provide referrals
to other service providers. By regular communication,
Telecross helps reduce the insidious sense of isolation
frequently experienced by the elderly.

VIC
Australian Red Cross

$38,850
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Project: Adventure Camps for young people
with a disability

NBI conducted four camps at three different
venues: a house boating camp, a Dubbo Zoo
Camp and two Blue Mountains Festival camps.
Twenty children and young people with a disability
attended, learning about teamwork, making new
friends and enjoying exciting challenging activities.
Importantly they experienced a reduction in social
isolation and an increased sense of community
connectedness. The Mazda Foundation was able to
help fund these camps.

NSW
Northern Beaches Interchange (NBI)

$22,000

Project: The Down Syndrome Inclusion Support Service

The Down Syndrome Support Service has been
developed to improve education and social outcomes
for children with Down Syndrome, provide benefits
to teachers and build more welcoming and inclusive
wider school communities. The Mazda Foundation
has aided this classroom based service, supporting
the inclusion of children with Down Syndrome
in mainstream schools through the provision of
information, support and resources.

VIC
Down Syndrome Victoria

$10,000

Project: Music for Life - A music therapy program
for aged persons.

Music therapy is a tool that can enhance the quality
of life of aged people. Highly qualified music therapists
are trained to deal with disabilities, social/emotional
disorders and dementia and lead small groups
through various musical experiences. The positive
outcomes include increased socialisation, confidence,
motivation and participation. Music therapy is
conducted in a planned and innovative way regardless
of the participants’ musical skill or background. It
helps people deal with the physical and emotional
challenges associated with ageing.

NSW
Nordoff – Robbins Music Therapy Australia

$11,573
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Project: Life is for Living Program

Very Special Kids provides much needed support to
families caring for children with life threatening illnesses.
The Life is for Living Program focuses on the provision
of individual bed days and nights of respite care, with
the numbers using the hospice increasing. The Mazda
Foundation grant has been able to assist this program
allowing families peace of mind, knowing their child
is being well cared for and therefore giving them the
opportunity to take much needed time for themselves.

VIC
Very Special Kids

$27,534
Project: Vision Australia’s Orientation and Mobility
Training Program for Children who are Blind or have
Low Vision, living in Victoria

The project focuses on teaching children who are
blind or have low vision essential orientation and
mobility skills so they can safely and confidently
move about their home, school, playground and
community. It helps children to self-assess their
choices throughout each life stage, learning to make
the connection between skills learnt at a young age to
functional abilities later in life, as well as being able
to independently access information to pursue career,
recreational and social pursuits.

VIC
Vision Australia

$19,188

Project: JuniorWheelchair Sports Program

The Junior Wheelchair Sports Program is a vital
pathway of access, introduction and inclusion in sport
for young people with disabilities ranging from spinal
cord injury, spina bifida, amputation, paraplegia,
quadriplegia to other disabling conditions within their
local community. The Sports Program increases
the engagement of young people with disabilities,
improves their health, their self-esteem, confidence
and social skills and increases community awareness
and engagement with disability sports.

NSW
Wheelchair Sports

$7,500

Project: Family Autism Camp

Breakaway’s Autism camp provides three days of social
opportunities for eight families of a child with autism
including their siblings and parents. The child with autism
is cared for by experienced nurses and volunteers, while
their siblings enjoy interacting with other children faced
with the same sibling challenges. The camp is structured
to provide the parents, carers and siblings with the
chance to relax, share coping skills, develop friendships
and reduce the isolation often experienced by these
children and their families.

NSW
Breakaway

$28,770
Project: The Western Health Dementia Management
Unit Garden Shade Sails

The Dementia Management Unit at Sunshine Hospital
provides a therapeutic outdoor space that includes
a purpose designed garden. This allows patients
with dementia a meaningful opportunity to use old
skills and hobbies, to reminisce, to have meaningful
social contact and allows for sensory interaction. The
installation of shade sales at this outdoor environment
protects patients, volunteers, carers and staff from the
forces of nature.

VIC
The Western Health Foundation

$13,500
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Project: Young Athletes Program

Children with intellectual disabilities thrive through
participation in sports and social gathering. However,
integration with mainstream sports is not always viable.
The Young Athletes program for children 2 – 8 years
old, delivers activities including walking and running,
balancing, jumping, throwing and catching and basic
motor skills to increase physical, cognitive and social
development. Research has shown that children
participating in Young Athletes improved at twice the
rate of those who did not participate.

NSW
Special Olympics Australia

$19,780

9

Project: Care from Door to Door

The acquisition of two vehicles has enabled
volunteer run Cooloola Coast Medical Transport
to continue providing comfortable and reliable
transport to local aged and disabled residents.
The door to door transport service takes the elderly
and disabled to non-urgent medical appointments
including specialist appointments, day surgery,
chemotherapy and dialysis. Travel takes in a wide
geographical area and assists many where there is
minimal public transport.

QLD
Cooloola Coast Medical Transport Inc

Purchase of 2 Mazda3s
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“Funding from the Mazda
Foundation has enabled the
purchase of a lite gait mobility
device - an essential piece
of equipment required to
implement aWalk On program
specifically designed to meet
the needs of children.”

Project: Walk On for Kids

Walk On is SCIA’s structured exercise rehabilitation
program for paraplegics and quadriplegics, designed
to maximize functional ability that will lead to greater
independence. It offers special exercise techniques
– repetitive patterned movements; use of specialised
equipment – for people with spinal cord injuries;
and a high ratio of specialist trainers- up to three
therapists to one client.

NSW
Spinal Cord Injuries Australia

$18,195

2014 Grants
Priority area of focus: Projects by community based organisations
to support children with physical and/or mental disabilities or their
carers, particularly projects seeking to address social isolation

experienced by such children and their carers.

Project: Greenlight Movement

Greenlight Movement is a Learner Driver Mentor
program that assists young people at risk of
homelessness. These young people often do not have
family members to supervise their driving or access
to a vehicle. In today’s current employment market
a driver’s licence is often a basic eligibility criterion.
Greenlight provides volunteer mentor support and
professional lessons enabling these young people to
complete the 120 hours of driving required to apply
for their driving licence, whilst increasing their self
confidence and sense of independence.

NSW
Bondi Youth Accommodation

$28,527
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Project: School Aged Social Skills Group

Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders often
struggle in a mainstream setting to fit in and often
do not get to learn social skills with their peers. The
School Aged Social Skills Group incorporates social
activities encouraging cooperation and teamwork and
engaging all participants in the program. Parents and
carers have the opportunity whilst the session is being
held to network, share ideas and advice on raising
children with Autism.

NSW
Inner West Autism Support Group

$2,625

Project: Mobility and rehabilitation equipment
and therapies

Established 20 years ago, Brainwave is Australia’s
only paediatric charity supporting children with
brain illnesses and acquired brain injury. It provides
practical assistance and emotional support to
children with neurological conditions, as well as their
families and carers to positively impact on their lives.
The provision of mobility and rehabilitation equipment
to these children and their families is substantial
and ongoing. Brainwave works with hospital social
workers to ensure the process is fair and equitable
and all requests are responded to appropriately.
Funding from the Mazda Foundation has been granted
for the purchase of mobility and rehabilitation for
children aged 0 – 18 years.

VIC
Brainwave Australia

$50,000
Project: Camps for children with haemophilia

Camps for children with bleeding disorders and
their families provide a unique opportunity to meet,
engage, interact and expand peer support networks.
Parents and carers can access the latest information
and developments relating to bleeding disorders in
a supportive environment. Children with haemophilia
can feel isolated and are unable to take part in
many sporting activities. With the support of trained
medical and clinical personnel, the camps afford
them that opportunity, enabling them to feel just like
everyone else.

VIC
Haemophilia Foundation Australia

$20,000
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Project: Sailability in the Bush

Sailability in the Bush was established in
2013 specifically to support children and adults with
physical or mental disabilities and their carers. It
is a volunteer organisation that operates regular
sailing days at Lake Biloela in Northern Queensland,
bringing sailing experience, basic training and a
wonderful experience to disabled children from
rural communities in central Queensland.

A grant from the Mazda Foundation has assisted
Sailability in the Bush to purchase purpose built
dinghies designed for disability sailing.

QLD
Sailability Queensland Inc.

$9,000

14

Project: AMP Camp

The Amputee Association of Sydney is a 100% volunteer
driven community charity that provides support to
amputees and people with limb loss and congenital
limb differences. The association conducts Australia’s
only camp for teen amputees offering a full program
of fun, games and physical challenges and important
access to adult amputee role models.

NSW
Amputee Association of Sydney Inc

$9,000
“Through the camp
workshops, attendees are
able to develop confidence,
reduce feelings of isolation,
develop friendships and
share stories with those
who understand their
situation.”
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Project: Siblings Camp

Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is a genetic illness for which there
is no cure. Daily and ongoing treatment is required,
and because of cross infection, people with CF are
often unable to socialise together. This can have a very
isolating impact on the CF sufferer and their families.
Growing up with an ill sibling or parent means that
these children often face additional challenges,
without the cognitive and emotional maturity to
understand these challenges. For the past decade
Cystic Fibrosis Western Australia has conducted a
Siblings Camp designed to build resilience, promote
social inclusion and reduce the isolating factor of CF.

WA
Cystic Fibrosis Western Australia

$8,000
Project: GymAbility

The YMCA is a leading provider of gymnastics in NSW
and GymAbility is a specialised program for children with
physical, intellectual and sensory disabilities. In a safe
and soft environment, children are able to progress at
their own pace to develop coordination, flexibility, motor
skills and confidence.

Funding from the Mazda Foundation will help equip
8 YMCA centres across NSW and provide a 42 week
GymAbility program to approximately 100 – 150 children.

NSW
YMCA of Sydney Youth & Community Services Inc.

$45,454

Project: Kidney Kids Capers

The Kidney Kids Capers program is a recreational and
peer support program for children with chronic kidney
disease and their siblings. It has been designed for
children at/or approaching the final stages of kidney
failure and provides parents and carers with much
needed respite from the daily struggles of staying alive.
Children living with chronic kidney disease are often
denied the opportunity to attend school and recreational
events due to their dialysis and medical needs.

Conducted in 5 capital cities each year, Kids Capers
strives to support the social development of these
young people.

VIC
Australian Kidney Foundation

$25,740

Project: Social Skills and Communication Music
Therapy Program

Funds from the Mazda Foundation have enabled
The Mulgrave Hill Early Childhood Development Unit
Parent Support Group to engage a Registered Music
Therapist to conduct several music therapy programs
throughout the school year. It uses music and its
elements to enable children with special needs to
communicate and to practise social skills such as
sharing joint attention, turn taking, waiting, and sitting
to attend. These skills are imperative for school
readiness and preventing social isolation.

QLD
Mulgrave Hill State School Early Learning Development Unit

$26,000
“The effectiveness of Music
Therapy as an intervention for
childrenwith disorders such
as Autism and Asperger’s is
widely documented.”
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Project: PAWS – Parent Autism Workshop Support

Assistance Dogs Australia is a small national charity
that trains Labradors and Golden Retrievers to
increase freedom, independence and self-reliance
for children and adults with a disability. PAWS will
bring together 40 families of a child with autism
and specialist instructors to explore the benefits
a trained dog can bring to both the child and the
carer. A four-day workshop equips carers with
the skills and confidence to utilise a trained dog
as a therapy tool for their child with autism. As
demonstrated in Europe and the USA over the past
17 years, the positive impact of an assistance dog
can be life changing.

NSW
Assistance Dogs Australia

$35,000

Project: Family Camps for children living
with cancer

Camp Quality creates an opportunity for families
to celebrate life throughout the cancer journey.
Weekend recreational programs are structured
around building optimism and resilience and
have the specific intention of focusing on issues
surrounding isolation and lack of support networks
for families affected by childhood cancer.

NSW
Camp Quality

$49,000

2015 Grants
Priority area of focus: Projects by community based organisations to

support children with physical and/or mental disabilities or their carers,
particularly projects seeking to address social isolation experienced by

such children and their carers.

“Part of the program’s objective is
to establish to view that dealing
with cancer does not have to
restrict fun, and to encourage
active participation in their
communities in order to enlarge
families support networks.”
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Project: Equipment for the RSB’s Adaptive
Technology Centre

Funding has been provided to the Royal Society for
the Blind of South Australia Inc. for the purchase of
a Prodgi Duo1 Electronic Magnifier. This equipment
allows users to magnify to their personal level,
without any distortion to text, diagrams or pictures.
‘Level for age’ education for children who are blind
or visually impaired is a challenge, and the provision
of the latest technology will offer the opportunity for
teaching staff, the young user and their parents to
manage and further their education both within the
school setting and at home.

SA
Royal Society for the Blind

$4,995

Project: Boost 4 Kids

Boost 4 Kids is a respite program providing overnight
out-of-home support for children and young people
aged 8-16 years, who have complex medical health
needs. It is a community based service supported
by Gateways Support Services in partnership with St
Laurence Community Service and Barwon Health. The
focus of the respite care is to ensure the children and
young people have fun and socialise with their peers
whilst having their medical needs met. It also provides
a much-needed break for their parents and carers.

VIC
Gateways Support Services

$9,100

Project:Weekend Family Camps

Camp AutismWA conducts weekend camps with the
aim of improving the lives of children and families living
with an Autism Diagnosis. A camp held at a Farmstay
style facility in the South West ofWestern Australia in
September catered for 15 families. Collecting eggs, hand
feeding lambs along with craft activities and a movie
night, enabled children on the spectrum, their siblings
and carers, the chance to socialise, build friendships and
develop support networks amongst themselves.

WA
Camp Autism WA Inc

$5,000

Project: Dance & Fitness Programs for Children with
Down Syndrome

e.motion21 is Australia’s leading community based
not-for-profit organisation providing evidence based
dance and fitness programs for children and young
adults with Down Syndrome. The programs offered aim
to increase fitness and to combat social isolation. With
dance classes starting from age 4 through to 12 years
plus, e.motion21 provides specialised trained staff to meet
the unique learning and physical need of individuals with
Down Syndrome.

VIC
e.motion21 Inc

$9,091
“Funding from the Mazda Foundation
has enabled people from Bendigo
and regional areas to participate
and experience community
connectedness without financial
strain for their families.
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Project: Supporting Children Impacted by Trauma

The KidsXpress mission is to transform the lives of
children impacted by trauma through leading group
expressive therapy. It is aimed at 4 – 14 year olds
dealing with mental illness, abuse, neglect, grief
and loss, domestic violence and family breakdown.
The combined music, art, drama and play therapy
programs are provided in two ways: the Core Program
is delivered at Moore Park or in surrounding schools
in the inner/central Sydney area, The KidsXpress
Outreach Program is provided in Sydney’s West. To
streamline transportation and significantly strengthen
organisation efficiency and program delivery, with the
support of Mazda Australia, the Mazda Foundation has
facilitated the provision of two Mazda6 Station wagons.

NSW
KidsXpress Life

$42,428

Project: Big Brothers Big Sisters Mentoring

Children referred to the Big Brothers Big Sisters
program often come from complex or chaotic family
environments. If not experiencing their own mental
health issues, their predisposition to unstable mental
health increases when there is a parent with mental
health concerns. Social isolation may result in low
self-esteem, anxiety or depression. A rigorous selection
and training program is provided for all mentors to
ensure that the match is effective and achieves the
outcomes that the child deserves.

VIC
Big Brothers Big Sisters

$90,000

Priority area of focus: Projects by community based organisations to
support elderly people suffering from mental disabilities (including

dementia) or their carers, particularly projects seeking to address social
isolation experienced by such elderly people and their carers

“The aim of the Big Brothers Big
Sisters program is to empower
a child to reach their potential
through their relationship with
a trusted and trained mentor,
and to reduce the impact of
social isolation on the mental
health of the child.”

Project: School Excursion

Funding from the Mazda Foundation has enabled
children from the Echuca Specialist School to
experience an excursion to the Werribee Park Open
Range Zoo. Students at the Echuca Specialist School
have a variety of physical and intellectual disabilities,
and come from many different social, cultural and
economic backgrounds. This opportunity has allowed
all students to have a day out and explore places that
they normally may not be able to visit or afford.

VIC
Echuca Specialist School

$5,202
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Project: Equipment purchase for a New Respite Centre

Funding from the Mazda Foundation has enabled
Montrose Access to purchase two specifically designed
mattresses for use by children with Duchenne
Muscular Dystrophy. The Curocell SAM BAS mattresses
provide exceptional comfort, pressure and pain relief
and are used preventatively and in the treatment
of pressure ulcers. The newly developed Respite
Centre will be a home away from home for Montrose
Access clients, providing a safe and stimulating
space to interact with each other in a family like way,
maintaining dignity and promoting independence in
every day living.

QLD
Montrose Access

$7,570
Project: Funny Feelings Ain’t Funny (FFAF)

Funny Feelings Ain’t Funny is an innovative project
developed by Anglicare Victoria designed to support
young people with disabilities. These young people
often experience social isolation, exacerbating their
vulnerability to abuse and violence. The FFAF program
aims to develop a range of personal safety skills that
will enable them to safely navigate their community. The
program has been shown to increase self-awareness
among these young people, to enhance their ability
to recognise unsafe situations, and to enable them
to respond appropriately to others whilst providing
an understanding of what constitutes respectful
relationships. Funding from the Mazda Foundation
has enabled adolescents and their families from the
Mornington Peninsula and surrounding areas and
Bendigo to participate in a series of one-dayworkshops.

VIC
Anglicare Victoria

$29,148

Project: Keeping the Elderly Socially Active:
Mobility with Safety

Killarney Memorial Aged Care is a 40 bed aged
care facility providing quality compassionate care
for elderly residents, many of whom have mobility
issues due to aging and/or mental disability. The
Mazda Foundation has provided funding for the
purchase of a hoist that enables residents to have
increased mobility and quality of life, by being able
to be safely transitioned from laying and sitting
positions. The hoist assists residents including
those with dementia to maintain a higher level
of independent living by being able to safely
get into and out of chairs and showering seats.

QLD
Killarney Memorial Aged Care

$3,295
Project: Transition to Independent Living
Home Program

Independent Living Services has recently acquired
long term leases on two properties in Melbourne that
will be used to provide tailored ‘independent living’
programs for disabled adults who currently reside
with and/or are reliant on the parent or carer to meet
their daily needs. The ultimate goal is for participants
to move out of the Independent Living House into
their own or shared accommodation feeling confident
and able to manage their own lives. Funding has
been provided to modify the properties, making them
appropriate for people living with a disability and to
provide furniture and white goods.

VIC
Independent Disability Services

$20,000
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FURTHER
INFORMATION

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Substantial contributions to the Mazda
Foundation have beenmade byMazdaMotor

Corporation, Japan and MazdaAustralia. Further
contributions continue to bemade byMazda
Australia, the Mazda Dealer Network, Mazda
staff and the public. Donations, which are tax
deductible, are also invited from individuals

and organisations sharing the philosophy of the
Mazda Foundation. The Mazda Foundation has

been endorsed by the Australian Taxation Office
as a deductible gift recipient. Cheques should
bemade payable to the ‘Mazda Foundation’.

Further information on thework of the Mazda
Foundation and grant application guidelines can

be obtained at:
www.mazdafoundation.org.au

Communications and donations
should be directed to:

The Secretary
Mazda Foundation

Private Bag 40
MOUNTWAVERLEYBC VIC 3149

Design and artwork production
donated by 1Mazda@

CHE Proximity.

Print production donated by Lithocraft.

Paper donated by K.W. Doggett Fine Paper.

Data processing andmailing by
Melbourne Mailing.
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