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22nd Annual

Mazda Foundation Report

to the Community



The work of the Mazda Foundation began in 1990,
when it was formed to provide charitable assistance
to organisations and individuals supporting worthy
causes throughout Australia.

The Mazda Foundation is the Australian Mazda network’s way of thanking and giving back to the broader
Australian community, which over many years has supported our commercial endeavours. The Mazda
Foundation has gifted over $874,375 to projects and activities, including those described within, taking our total
distribution to over $7.12 million from inception. Apart from special fundraising functions, the Mazda Foundation
is supported by generous contributions from Mazda Australia as well as Mazda Dealers and public donations.
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It is with great pleasure, in my new capacity as
Chairman of the Mazda Foundation Board, to present
the Foundation’s 22nd report to the community. In
doing so, | would like to express my gratitude, and
that of the Board, to the outgoing Chairman, Doug
Dickson who presided over another successful

year for the Foundation with fundraising activities
continuing to be well supported. Also on behalf of the
Mazda Foundation Directors, we wish to personally
acknowledge our many contributors particularly our
supporters within the wider Mazda family including
our Mazda Dealers, our suppliers and our Mazda staff.
Once again we are indebted to your enthusiasm,
goodwill and support and we are delighted to report
that in the 12 months to 30th June 2012, the Mazda
Foundation attained a further record surplus from
fundraising of $532,963.

The Mazda Foundation continues to expand its role
in the funding of worthy and socially relevant causes
with a total of $874,375 gifted to 19 applicants in the
12 months to 30th June 2013. Since that time, we
have received more worthy requests and a further

11 projects have been identified for which we have
agreed funding in accordance with the relevant areas
of focus. A number of these are outlined in this report.

Until next year, 30th September 2014, the Mazda
Foundation has defined two new priority areas of focus:

‘Projects by community based organisations to support
children with physical and/or mental disabilities or their
carers, particularly projects seeking to address social
isolation experienced by such children and their carers!

‘Projects by community based organisations to
support elderly people suffering from mental
disabilities (including dementia) or their carers,
particularly projects seeking to address social isolation
experienced by such elderly persons and their carers’.

Message

The work of the Foundation in assessing applications
is equally as demanding as the organisation required
for our fundraising activities. And here we are
particularly fortunate to retain Directors who give freely
of their time and expertise in this challenging and time
consuming task. On behalf of the Mazda Foundation,

| sincerely thank my fellow Directors for the wisdom,
insight and balance that they bring to this process
which ensures that the funds entrusted to the Mazda
Foundation are deployed responsibly and effectively.
The increasing demand from the community for
support and access to the benefits that flow from the
Foundation’s gifts is sufficient incentive each year to
renew our commitment to continue the work of the
Foundation. The success of our fundraising activities
and generous support of our contributors gives added
impetus and we look forward with optimism to a further
year of robust fundraising and a deserving list of new
projects to consider and support.

Applicants wishing to make contact with the
Mazda Foundation should visit our website
(www.mazdafoundation.org.au) and follow the
instructions contained therein.

Once again, on behalf of the Mazda Foundation,
thank you for your generous support over the last
year and trust we have earned your continuing
support in the years to come.
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Martin Benders
Chairperson
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VIC

Conservation Ecology Centre
Cape Otway

$30,545

The Tiger Quoll is the largest remaining
carnivorous marsupial on the Australian
mainland. As a top predator the species
plays a vital role in the ecosystem.

The Great Ocean Road region has
traditionally been a stronghold for the
species, however over the past 50
years the numbers of Tiger Quolls in the
region have declined dramatically. In
2012 the Conservation Ecology Centre
rediscovered this important species,
sighting evidence of two Tiger Quolls

in two different areas of the Otways

— one in the Eastern Otways and one
near Cape Otway. The two discoveries
confirmed that there are some small and
scattered populations of this species still
in existence.

With the support of a grant from the
Mazda Foundation to the Conservation
Ecology Centre, The Otways Conservation
Dogs Project was established - On the
Trail of the Endangered Tiger Quoll.

Fifteen community members and their
dogs have been recruited and are
undergoing training in the detection

of Tiger Quolls. In partnership with the
highly skilled South West Victorian Dogs
organisation, the dogs and their handlers
are being trained in Minimal Impact
Detection techniques, working calmly and
quietly to detect Tiger Quoll scats, then
signalling their location using a passive
alert. The scats contain DNA fragments
for genetic analysis enabling insights to
be gained into the existing population
and viability status of the Tiger Quoll. The
Otways Conservation Dogs Project has
engaged a broad cross section of the
community. Volunteers are committed,
passionate and have become advocates
for the program and the conservation of
endangered species in general.

The Mazda Foundation grant also
included a survey of the Otways
community to gauge local knowledge
of Tiger Quolls and community
attitudes towards conservation and the
environment in general. Encouraging
results showed that the vast majority
were supportive of the Tiger Quoll
conservation efforts.



VIC

Zoos Victoria

$41,400

The Mazda Foundation has provided
Zoos Victoria with a grant to support the
Leadbetter’s Possum captive breeding
program at Healesville Sanctuary. The
funding is provided to assist with the
development of husbandry techniques to
maintain key wild behaviours in captive
possums, ensuring that the young born

in captivity are fit for release to the wild.
This requires considerable emphasis to be
placed on behaviour and genetic qualities
of captive individual possums.

The installation of surveillance equipment
in the Healesville Sanctuary possums
enclosures - cameras, remote micro chip
scanners and video recording equipment,
has enabled this data to be collected. The
same technology will be used in the wild to
monitor the fate of captive bred young that
are released in the future. The behaviours
displayed by wild-caught founders will

be used as a benchmark against which
captive bred young will be assessed to
ensure they are fit for release to the wild.

Healesville Sanctuary’s captive breading
program for the Leadbetter Possum
involves all facets of Zoo Victoria’s
operation, including animal keeping staff,
veterinary departments, education teams
and the Wildlife Conservation and
Science Department.

The Mazda Foundation
has provided Zoos Victoria
with a grant to support

the Leadbetter’'s Possum
captive breeding program
at Healesville Sanctuary
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SA

O’Sullivan Centre

$4,545

Established in the year 2000, the
O’Sullivan Centre aims to develop a
new awareness in people working in the
welfare sector of the importance of paid
work, training and vocational pathways
as a means of developing self worth and
self belief.

Welfare agencies have a unique
relationship with the most disadvantaged
people in our society and therefore have
the unique opportunity to address the
mental health needs and psychological
needs of their clients.

The O’Sullivan Centre has created a
Resource Kit for use by welfare agencies,
to address the mental wellbeing of their
clients and achieve transformational
change by assisting them into vocational
pathways and paid employment.

The Resource Kit has been developed
as a result of a series of workshops
conducted by the O’Sullivan Centre with
staff of a Melbourne welfare agency.

It is a user friendly resource for
training welfare and community
workers, enhancing their roles and
increasing their skill level working with
disadvantaged clients.

Funding provided by the Mazda
Foundation enabled the O’Sullivan Centre
to undertake the necessary research,
document development and editing to
bring this resource to fruition.

NSW

Fair Business

$50,000

Fair Business is a not for profit
organisation operating in NSW at
Campbelltown, Redfern, Nowra, and
Wollongong. By creating a number of
social enterprises, including cleaning,
maintenance and repairs, it provides
ongoing employment opportunities to the
longterm unemployed or disadvantaged.
Fair Business has employed more than 90
people, many of whom have come from
long term social disadvantage.

The Fair Business social enterprise model
is unique in Australia and funding received
from the Mazda Foundation has supported
the organisation’s capacity to expand.
Five new employment opportunities

for disadvantaged people have been
established in the Redfern area.

Each of the five new employees has
received TAFE training and were
integrated into mentoring programs
that supported their transition back

into the workforce. Mazda Foundation
funding enabled the purchase of
equipment required in the development
of these new roles, thus increasing the
capacity to fulfil new cleaning repair and
maintenance contracts.

All participants acknowledge that being a
part of the Fair Business project has been
a positive life changing experience.



VIC

McCallum Disability Services Inc.

$2,159

Sometimes a small grant can make a
big difference, and that is the case with
the contribution made by the Mazda
Foundation to McCallum Disability
Services Inc.

McCallum Disability Services Inc. has
been providing support to people with

a disability for over 50 years, offering
programs and facilities that benefit and
enhance the quality of life to clients from
across Victoria’s Western district.

In 2012 McCallum merged with the

St Arnaud based Murdoch Community
Services, also an experienced provider
of disability services.

Services offered in St Arnaud include
supported employment programs, one of
which is The Murdoch Laundromat. The
Laundromat offers employment, training
and support for ten people with a disability.

Competing in the open market, the
Murdoch Laundromat offers washing and
drying facilities for the public seven days
a week, and from Monday to Friday also
includes ironing services plus pick up
and delivery.

The unique nature of this service, where
supported employees have specific and
often complex needs poses challenges
not encountered by other businesses.
The Mazda Foundation grant has enabled
The Murdoch Laundromat to purchase
new chairs, chairs that are safe and
provide adequate comfort and support
for those working in the Laundromat in

St Arnaud.

VIC

Reach Foundation

$91,360

Reach and the Mazda Foundation have
enjoyed a successful partnership over
the past seven years, with much being
achieved by Reach during that period.
Their highly successful Heroes Days
and Fused Workshops, established in
Broadmeadows, are maintaining their
relevance and achieving great success.
Reach has increased its capacity to
address mental health issues in young
people, and has taken its Leadership
and Teacher Training workshops into the
Sydney community.

The Mazda Foundation committed to
support Reach for a further three years
to enable them to sustain and build on
the valuable work that has been very
successfully undertaken in NSW. With
record bookings, Reach will focus on
two main areas: Leadership Days and
Fused Workshops.

The Leadership Days allow Reach to expand
their impact with young people, to enter
new communities, identify new crew and
provide training roles for developing crews.

Important in the Reach program delivery
is the need to recruit leaders locally —

15 young leaders will be selected to form
the next generation of the Sydney Crew.

The Fused Workshops are designed to
assist young people gain connectedness,
relevant peer support networks and
confidence. They are aimed to identify any
potential mental health issues that may
develop as a result of teenage anxiety or
social isolation. Specifically designed for
young people between 13-18 years of age,
the workshops are highly interactive and
intensive. A psychologist is responsible for
both the Leadership Days and the Fused
Workshops with professional follow up
recommended if necessary.

Reach Crew members create a safe,

fun and supportive environment,
enabling young people to share important
issues, free of judgement and accepting
of differences. The Crew become
aspirational role models and mentors.
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These species
have not been
conserved in
any seed bank
worldwide




NSW

The Royal Botanic Gardens
& Domain Trust

$27,273

A grant from the Mazda Foundation has
facilitated the seed collection of rare and
threatened Australian plant species in

a project entitled The NSW Seedbank
Project at the Australian Botanic Garden,
Mt Annan. The new seed collection
includes critically important rainforest
species sourced from some of the region’s
most challenging environments. These
species have not been conserved in any
seed bank worldwide.

The NSW Seedbank’s collections are a
safeguard against extinction, and may
possibly allow for the future recovery of
threatened species.

Seed collecting teams have focused their
efforts on the greater Sydney and North
Coast regions of the State. The Sydney
region has a high diversity of habitats and
a large number of threatened species that
are under pressure from urban expansion
and land clearing. Seed collections of
several rare species from Northern NSW,
including rainforest trees, are also an
important component of the field seed
collecting program.

The Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain
Trust is respected worldwide and plays a
key role in delivering and promoting plant
conservation through seed banking. It
holds a valuable seed collection enabling
scientists to study important seed biology
and long term storage behaviour.
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NSW

Rainforest Rescue

$30,000

The Southern Cassowary is regarded

as a ‘keystone’ species crucial for
rainforest ecology, as it plays a vital role
as a major seed disperser for up to 230
rainforest species. With as few as 1,000
Cassowaries remaining in the wild in
Australia, the Southern Cassowary is listed
as Endangered under the Commonwealth
Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999.

Mission Beach in Queensland is home
to Australia’s largest density of Southern
Cassowaries, however numbers have
declined significantly over the years
with the loss of habitat due to residential
development. In February 2011 Category
5 Cyclone Yasi wreaked havoc in this
area destroying 10% of the remaining
Cassowary population. It is estimated
that there are only 40-50 adult birds
remaining in Mission Beach.

With support from the Mazda Foundation,
Rainforest Rescue has undertaken the
Mission Beach Cassowary Corridor
Restoration Project, with the specific goal
of restoring the Cassowary habitat. The
project initially involves the planting of
2,600 trees on 11 hectares of a private
property, Cottonwood. Cottonwood has

been identified as containing significant
linkage vegetation and provides a
critical wildlife corridor abutting the Djiru
National Park. Preparation of the site

for tree planting was undertaken by the
Girringun Aboriginal rangers. Engaging a
team of volunteers, planting commenced
in February 2012, with a particular

focus on Cassowary food trees such as
Quandongs, Lilly Pillies, and Bandicoot
Berries. Further plantings are scheduled
for the coming months.

Restoration of the project site will achieve
significant conservation outcomes
including protecting and enhancing native
vegetation through assistant natural
regeneration and the restoration of habitat
connectivity in an area that has the highest
density of Cassowaries in Australia. It will
also contribute to the ongoing research

in the area of Cassowary recovery and
dynamics of succession and biodiversity in
rainforest plantings.

Rainforest Rescue has partnered with non-
government organisation Terrain Natural
Resource Management, along with other
significant local community organisations
in the Mission Beach area to collaborate
and maximise resources.
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NSW

School Of Biological Sciences,
University Of Sydney

$35,000

The critically endangered northern quoll
is under severe and immediate threat
from the cane toad invasion in the Top
End of Australia. Northern quolls were
once abundant in Kakadu but have been
declining over the past ten years. The
invasion of cane toads in 2003 caused
quolls in the East Alligator Region to
become all but extinct.

Dr Jonathan Webb, in collaboration with
members of the Kakadu National Park,
the University of Sydney and the Territory
Wildlife Park, has undertaken a novel
approach to mitigate the impacts of cane
toads on the northern quoll.

They are introducing ‘toad smart’ captive
reared quolls, quolls that ignore toads

as prey, in order to investigate whether
they can facilitate an increase in the quoll
population in Kakadu National Park. Toad
smart quolls are trained to avoid eating
the toxic cane toad by feeding them with
a small dead toad laced with a nausea
inducing chemical. Having eaten the
toads, the quolls became mildly ill and
subsequently refuse to attack live toads.

Funding from the Mazda Foundation has
enabled this important project to develop
further with the aim of introducing 120
toad smart trained captive reared quolls
to Kakadu National Park and monitor the
quolls long term survival, habitat use,
dispersal and population over a two

year period.

The project provides a unique opportunity
to test this innovative method for conserving
a critically endangered species.

Northern quolls
were once abundant
in Kakadu but have
been declining over

the past tenyears



VIC

Aboriginal Literacy Foundation

$100,000

The Mazda Foundation has provided
financial support to assist the Aboriginal
Literacy Foundation in the establishment
of a Literacy, Education and Resource
Centre. This groundbreaking project is
focused on making a significant positive
and ongoing impact on the literary
outcomes and social wellbeing of Koori
children in Victoria.

The Aboriginal Literacy Foundation (ALF)
was established in 2003 to provide
literacy support programs to indigenous
children experiencing major learning
difficulties. It was evident that these
children were struggling to read and write
at an acceptable level, and experiencing
the consequential social issues of
unemployment and poverty. Under the
direction of Dr Anthony Cree, the ALF also
aims to raise awareness of the issue and
motivate individuals, community groups,
indigenous groups and government in
order to bring about positive change.
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In the first year of the program, the ALF
Literacy, Education and Resource Centre,
located in Ballarat, has provided a range
of literacy programs, resources and
support to indigenous children, parents
and educators, including a dedicated team
of volunteers. Program outcomes include:

*Weekly tutoring support provided to

68 children, both at the Centre and in
communities throughout regional Victoria
- from as far afield as Warrnambool,
Shepparton, Bendigo and Mt Edgerton.

*Six Literacy and Heritage Camps
have been held at the Centre with an
attendance of 120 Koori children from
five regions of Victoria.

*Training for eight new volunteer tutors
and additional training support for
current tutors.

*Literacy support for eight families who
have moved into the area from remote
indigenous communities in Australia.

Since the establishment of the

Literacy, Education and Resource

Centre, there have been significant

new partnerships established thus
deepening the understanding and cultural
appropriateness of the services offered.
Koori elders and volunteers from the
Aboriginal Co-op in Ballarat have become
actively involved in mentoring support
and encouragement to the children and
have assisted in an increase in parent
participation in literacy programs.

Through the establishment of the Literacy,
Education and Resource Centre, the ALF
has been able to provide more digital
based learning opportunities for Koori
children as a highly effective way to
promote higher levels of engagement

in reading and literacy skills.

The Mazda Foundation is pleased to
provide ongoing support for this
valuable project.



NSW

YWCA NSW

$38,236

YWCA NSW supports vulnerable
individuals, families and communities at
critical periods in their lives regardless of
age, gender or religion.

A grant from the Mazda Foundation has
enabled the YWCA NSW to provide
specialist case management in support of
the individual needs of vulnerable and at
risk people, including the homeless and
the long term unemployed.

The Outreach Program has fully trained
and experienced outreach workers who
assist clients with intensive, individual
case management in a variety of areas
including accommodation, referrals,
advocacy and assistance to gain
employment. This service provides vital
support and assistance to these ‘at risk’
people who come from marginalised

backgrounds, to develop coping
strategies and resilience. The Outreach
Program aims to address the complex
issues that highly vulnerable and at risk
people face, including psychological and
social issues.

In a six month period the Outreach
Program worked with 104 clients who
had diverse and disparate needs. Many
have difficulty in maintaining relationships
with family and friends and lead very
isolated lives. They may have physical
and mental health issues and lack basic
living skills. The Program has helped build
strong linkages to prevent homelessness
and reduce social isolation through well
resources referrals, securing appropriate
interventions and obtaining positive
outcomes for the client group. Thirteen
of these clients are now employed,

11 engaged in sporting activities, seven
are attending TAFE, four were assisted
to obtain work related certificates, three
were assisted to obtain ID to secure
welfare benefits, 22 were assisted with
the housing NSW applications, three
gained assistance to obtain Centrelink
Benefits, three are receiving specialised
counselling, two assisted into residential
drug/alcohol service and eight assisted
with rent to avoid eviction.

The Mazda Foundation grant has been
instrumental in assisting these vulnerable
people to re-engage in community, to
build their confidence, self esteem and
their resilience, and become a productive
members of society.



NSW

Hawkesbury Institute for
The Environment
University Of Western Sydney

$24,125

The invasion of cane toads across
northern Australia has been an
ecological disaster. Populations of
quolls, goannas, snakes and crocodiles
have severely declined since the arrival
of the cane toads. With the toads now
expanding their range into the semi
arid regions of the continent, they pose
a serious threat to many carnivorous
reptiles, particularly goannas.

The poisonous cane toad is viewed as a
food source by these native predators;
many consequently die after attacking or
consuming toads.

The yellow spotted goanna, one of

the top predators in northern Australia

is listed as vulnerable under Northern
Territory legislation. The cane toad
invasion has also adversely affected
indigenous communities due to the
virtual disappearance of the goanna as a
traditional source of bush tucker.

With financial assistance from the Mazda
Foundation, Dr Mike Letnic, ARC Future
Fellow, School of Biological, Earth

and Environmental Science, UWS is
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undertaking research to evaluate the
effects of water exclusion on the survival
of the yellow spotted goanna.

Unlike native arid adapted frogs, cane
toads require regular access to water

to survive; consequently sites with
permanent artificial water sources (bore-
fed dams) allow toads to survive dry
spells and thrive. Dr Letnic is investigating
how the replacement of earthen tanks
with above ground tanks can benefit the
goanna on cattle stations in the Northern
Territory. The aim of the project is to
compare survival rates of yellow spotted
goannas in areas where above ground
tanks have been installed denying cane
toads access to water.

Field work commenced in May 2012,

with the successful attachment of radio
transmitters to five goannas. Track surveys
support the proposition that goanna
survival will be greater away from water
as toad tracks decrease with distance
from dams. Pending favourable seasonal
conditions the project will be completed
by June 2013.

Seeds will

be collected
by Greening
Australia staff
and volunteers

The aim of

the project is

to compare
survival rates of
yellow spotted
goannas

QLD

Greening Australia Qld

$5,000

Collecting seeds of rare and threatened
plant species is the first step to increasing
survival for rare and threatened flora

and fauna. With 30 years of experience,
Greening Australia Qld is Australia’s largest
environmental non-profit organisation. Its
mission is to engage the community in
vegetation management to protect and
restore the health, diversity and productivity
of the unique Australian landscapes.

The Mazda Foundation has provided a grant
to assist with the Bunya Biolink Threatened
Species Collection project conducted by
Greening Australia Qld.

As part of the landscape scale restoration
project, the Bunya Biolink wildlife corridor
links @ number of national parks and state
forests in South East Queensland. Seeds will
be collected from rare and threatened plants
from this area for future tree planting for
future generations. Seventeen endangered
and 32 of concern Regional Ecosystem
vegetation communities, protected under
Queensland legislation are present within
the Bunya Biolink corridor, which features
rare and threatened plants and animals.

Seeds will be collected by Greening
Australia staff and volunteers, with collection
sites recorded and mapped adding to the
Bunya Biolink database. The database

is designed to capture short and long

term trends in seeding, seed viability and
germination. The participation of young
volunteers also provides education and
employment skills development.

The Bunya Biolink Threatened Species
Collection project will contribute towards the
maintenance and improvement of the natural
environment and contribute to valuable
research. The information collected is critical
to maximise the benefits of investments into
the conservation of threatened species and
their habitats in the region.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Substantial contributions to the Mazda Foundation have been
made by Mazda Motor Corporation, Japan and Mazda Australia.
Further contributions continue to be made by Mazda Australia,
the Mazda Dealer Network, Mazda staff and the public.
Donations, which are tax deductible, are also invited from
individuals and organisations sharing the philosophy of the
Mazda Foundation. The Mazda Foundation has been endorsed
by the Australian Taxation Office as a deductible gift recipient.
Cheques should be made payable to the ‘Mazda Foundation’.
Further information on the work of the Mazda Foundation

and grant application guidelines can be obtained at:
www.mazdafoundation.org.au

Communications and donations should be directed to:

The Secretary

Mazda Foundation

Private Bag 40

MOUNT WAVERLEY BC VIC 3149
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